Laos — a Dentaid project completed

As previously reported, funding was recently secure d for the dental project
in Laos and Richard and David the Dentaid engineering team have returned
from a very busy three weeks in the dental school i n Laos.

After a day’s rest to recover from jet lag, they re ached the Dental School
ready to meet everyone and start work. Unfortunate ly the container had
not arrived and was apparently delayed in Vietnam!

A quick change of plans and work started on the rep airs, discovering that
the students for the training were in fact dentists , not technicians. In the
Laos Dental School the dentist is expected to repair his own equipment!
Once work started they also realised how hot it was ..... average daytime
temperatures were some 35 ° C with high humidity!

Eventually the container arrived and was manually u nloaded and as the
training was completed, the students put their newl y acquired knowledge
into practice by repairing the existing faulty dent al units. The main reason
for other failures was damage by rodents chewing on the cables and, once
shown how to repair these safely and to replace the water controls, the
students quickly had another seven dental units ful ly functioning. Then the
work turned to installing the eight chairs shipped over from Dentaid.




The eight Dentaid surgeries will become the centre for teaching restoration
techniques and the seven repaired units will give t he university a valuable
increase in the capacity of other sections in the t eaching unit.

However, it wasn't all work, as Dave was persuaded to take partin a
football match in 30 degree heat whilst sensible Ri chard took on the official
photographer role!

As a thank you/ farewell party Richard and Dave wer e invited to and took
part in a Buddhist ceremony, sitting around a flowe r and food decorated
table, linked to each other with strings. The trip was a huge success and
ultimately will result in more people having access to good quality dental
treatment.

Some of the key highlights from the trip were:

7 existing chairs repaired

25 dentists trained in maintenance and repairs

8 Dentaid surgeries installed

Dave playing football with some of the members of t he
Laos national team

Eating grasshoppers!!

Meeting Miss Laos



