January 2010: Report from a pastor of a churchin K enya

Am here to report to you that our IOM campaign awareness was very
successful'! Leonard travelled and managed to arrive safely on Friday
evening. | went to meet him for the first time and led him to the guesthouse
where he was to stay while with us.

On Saturday at 10 am we met briefly with
Leonard at one of the group member's
home. During this time we were to get
prepared and work on the strategy of how
to create the awareness in the
community. This was to be home-to-
home campaign. We then set off in a
group walking and creating the
awareness from one home to another.
The walk was very tiresome, as we had
to_go up the hl||'S and down the valleys in Team members holding Dentaid's
this 20 Sq. km V"Iage- IOM information leaflets

During the campaign, we were able to get into homes that strongly believe in
IOM and that to some extent some women openly said that they had lost
children because the children were not taken to the nyamrerwas (traditional
healers)! In almost all the homes that we visited, we could not miss to find
people who practise IOM. During the walk we also managed to visit two
homes belonging to traditional healers!

In the first home, it was so challenging because
after we had sat and started talking with her, a
client (a woman with a small baby of 3 months)
came. She wanted the plastic teeth to be
removed! We had to counsel both of them (the
healer and the woman) and at last she was
convinced to an extent that she decided to take
the baby to the hospital. While speaking to this
healer, the reasons she gave why she was
doing this practice were that, children can be
brought to her while sick after they have been
taken to hospital and after the practice, they
become well. Another reason was that she was
doing this as a source of income. This healer
then accepted that this practice was wrong and

she accepted to stop it.



At the second traditional healer's home, we managed also to meet with some
women who had come to thank her for the work she had performed in their
babies! After a very long interview, she brought the tools she had been using
for IOM. Sharpened iron nails!

Our campaign awareness in this community called the Luos was so
interesting that some mothers followed us to learn after they heard rumours
from the village that we were teaching about IOM.

We only managed to walk in 12 homes due to long distances between the
homes and being that this was a one to one awareness.

On Sunday, we managed to visit a local
Pentecostal Church where we also did
the awareness. We had time to talk to
the whole congregation. Leonard first
spoke about keeping the teeth clean,
washing them, teeth diseases, causes,
prevention and treatment. After that IOM
was introduced. We also shared with the
church and at the end the Church came
up with a task force to help in combating
this practice. This task force would be reporting to me any cases of intended
IOM and / or children suspected to have bad teeth (plastic teeth) as they call
it. We managed to stop at 2 pm and then we went to the neighbouring
community called the Kalenijins.

In this community, we were able to meet leaders of various kinds i.e. Pastors,
Chiefs, Councillors, Women group leaders and youth leaders). It was a group
meeting of 21 leaders. In this community, we came to realise that they refer to
these teeth as "devil teeth” After careful sensitisation and awareness, they all
were convinced that these teeth are real and that there is nothing like the
devils teeth! Finally they decided to come up with a task force to combat this
practice in their community. They even chose their leaders who will be
reporting to me.



